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PROVERBS 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18
Wisdom has built her house; she has carved its seven columns.
2 She has prepared a great banquet, mixed the wines, and set the table.
3 She has sent her servants to invite everyone to come. She calls out from the heights overlooking the city.
4 “Come in with me,” she urges the simple. To those who lack good judgment, she says,
5 “Come, eat my food, and drink the wine I have mixed.
6 Leave your simple ways behind, and begin to live; learn to use good judgment.”
8 So don’t bother correcting mockers; they will only hate you. But correct the wise, and they will love you.

9 Instruct the wise, and they will be even wiser. Teach the righteous, and they will learn even more.
10 Fear of the LORD is the foundation of wisdom. Knowledge of the Holy One results in good judgment.
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PROVERBS 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18
13 The woman named Folly is brash. She is ignorant and doesn’t know it.

14 She sits in her doorway on the heights overlooking the city.
15 She calls out to men going by who are minding their own business.
16 “Come in with me,” she urges the simple. To those who lack good judgment, she says,
17 “Stolen water is refreshing; food eaten in secret tastes the best!”
18 But little do they know that the dead are there.  Her guests are in the depths of the grave.
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WISDOM TEST
1. Who can find a ______________ wife?  For her worth is far above 

___________. 
2. Do not ____________ about tomorrow, for you do not know what a 

____________ may bring forth.
3. ____________ up a child in the _________ he should go, and when he is 

________________ he will not depart from it.
4. There is a ____________ who sticks closer than a ____________.
5. ________________ goes befoe destruction, and a ________________ spirit 

before a fall.
6. Trust in the ____________ with all your _____________, and lean not on your 

own _________________; in all your ___________ acknowledge Him, He shall 
_________________ your ways.  
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WISDOM TEST

1. Who can find a virtuous wife?  For her worth is far above  rubies. 
2. Do not  boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring 

forth.
3. Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not 

depart from it.
4. There is a friend who sticks closer than a  brother.
5. Pride goes before destruction, and a  haughty spirit before a fall.
6. Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own 

understanding, in all your ways acknowledge Him, He shall direct your 
paths.  
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WISDOM LITERATURE

Wisdom Literature
Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs (Solomon)

Wisdom Literature
• Proverbs points out that living in the fear 

of the Lord is the key to having a hope 
of living life to the fullest.

• Job and Ecclesiastes point out that 
fearing God is not a guarantee of 
peace or happiness.

• Psalms gives word to the greatest 
hopes and fears of people.  The songs 
teach us how to speak to God in joy 
and in anger 

• The Song of Songs teaches us about the 
love of Christ for His bride (the church).
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WISDOM IN PROVERBS
• The search for order in creation is the essence of wisdom.  Many people 

believe that the world has a certain order to it and that harmony with that 
order is essential to peace and fulfillment.

• Proverbs strives to explain that order is a pattern of God’s creation.
• The “fear of God is the beginning of wisdom”, means that it is the place from 

which the search of wisdom begin.  
• Reverence for God determines progress in wisdom.  
• Wisdom tells its followers how to live in this world.  Its’ teachings allow the 

willing heart to acquire “a disciplined and prudent life”.  (Proverbs 1:3)
• The “fear of God”, the rejection of temptations to easy gratification, and the 

acknowledgment that the world is God’s creation are the foundations of 
wisdom.  
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WISDOM AND EDUCATION
• Proverbs is a book of education.  It is the textbook of the  Israelites.
• Patriotism is not regarded as evil, but no attempt is made to glorify Israelite 

culture.   Everything is subordinate to God.
• If God is honored, all will be well with the state; if He is not, things will not go 

well.  
• “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.” (Prov. 

14:34)
• Education is primarily the task of parents.  The family is the first and best 

school.  The son is exhorted to heed his mother and father (23:22-250, and 
the parents are commanded to invest time and attention to their children 
(29:15, 17)
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PREPARATION & INVITATION
• The first major section of the Book of Solomon (Proverbs 1-9) closes with a 

wisdom appeal.
• Chapter 9 draws together the major themes of chapters 1-8.  
• Chapters 1-8 have set before the reader a choice between two ways, that 

of Woman Wisdom and that of Woman Folly.
• In today’s text, Woman Wisdom invites us into her house; her meal is 

prepared and she is ready to give us a party to change our lives.
• Woman Folly is also ready and invites us to her house.
• The choice we each must make is, “who will be your hostess and change 

your life?
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WOMAN WISDOM & WOMAN FOLLY

Woman Wisdom
• Woman Wisdom is personified as the 

wise teacher
• Woman Wisdom is the witness of and 

participant in the creation of the world
• Woman Wisdom teaches the 

importance of family
• Woman Wisdom offers wealth and 

honor and long life
• Woman Wisdom offers insight into God 

which is a divine gift for those “who fear 
God”.

Woman Folly
• Personified as an unruly woman, lacking 

control.
• Woman Folly is simple and knows nothing.
• Woman Folly is noisy and wanton, a prostitute,  

foreign wife or adulteress who leads the fool to 
his destruction and robs the traditional 
household of its wealth and honor. 

• Woman Folly sits by her house on the high 
place of town and invites the foolish to enter.  

• Woman Folly represents seduction of alien 
religion and culture

• Woman Folly leads her followers to death

10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Folly represents the seduction of alien religion and culture that threatened to lead to the undoing of the Jewish tradition and its virtues and values by outright apostasy or by slow assimilation or by unwise, even nihilistic behavior.  



THE CHOICE OF LIFE

Woman Wisdom (9:1-6)
• Woman Wisdom built a house and prepared a meal 

of meat and wine.
• Pillars suggest stability and a degree of 

magnificence or stateliness.
• The house has no flaws or defects; it is the ideal 

dwelling. 
• Woman Wisdom publicizes her invitation by sending 

out her servants and going personally to invite 
people to come to the feast.  

• Woman Wisdom shouts out her invitation to everyone 
(including the simple) in prominent points, in public 
places.  

• Woman Wisdom invites persons to leave their simple 
ways of life and live, to walk in the way of insight.  

Woman Folly (9:13-18)
• Woman Folly sits at the door of her 

house at the highest point of the city
• Woman Folly calls out to persons 

passing by (luring them from the course 
they are on)

• Woman Folly offers stolen water and 
possibly stolen food (eaten in secret).

• Woman Folly’s path produces a way of 
death

11

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A stable house is indicated with the presence of 7 pillars.  It also indicates that there is room for many in this house.  She has prepared a sumptuous meal for her guest. Wine and meat were meals for the wealthy.  Sharing food in Biblical times was considered the ultimate fellowship.FollyWhile Wisdom built her house, nothing is said about Folly’s efforts to build her home.  The text does not indicate that Folly prepared any meal.Folly is trying to lure people away from the course they are on.  Her intentions are questionable.  Folly’s invitation is similar to Wisdom, to the naïve population.  Folly has nothing of her own to offer as she brazenly refers to her stolen water.  No sense of sham or remorse.  



CONCLUSION
The unlearned is encouraged to take up the course of study in order that they 
may find life and avoid the destructive entrapments of foolishness, prostitution, 
adultery, fertility religion, cultural and religious apostasy and the assimilation
into a foreign culture.  

THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN WISDOM AND FOLLY IS REAL.

It is an intense struggle of two very different ways of life and from two different 
outcomes: life and death.

Group Chat
Describe the struggle between wisdom and folly in the proverbs listed on the 

test in the beginning of this lesson.
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