
STEPHEN STANDS BEFORE THE SANHEDRIN



• (Acts 7:1-8) They misunderstood their own spiritual roots

• (Acts 7:9-36) They rejected their God-sent deliverers

• (Acts 7:37-43) They disobeyed their law

• (Acts 7:44-50) They despised their temple

• (Acts 7:51-53) They stubbornly resisted their God and His truth

Thematic Division – Acts Chapter 7



1. Then the high priest asked Stephen, “Are these charges true?”

2. To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me! The God of glory 
appeared to our father Abraham while he was still in Mesopotamia, before he 
lived in Harran. 

3. Leave your country and your people,’ God said, ‘and go to the land I will show 
you.

4. “So he left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Harran. After the death of 
his father, God sent him to this land where you are now living. 

Acts Chapter 7 (NIV)



5. He gave him no inheritance here, not even enough ground to set his foot on. 
But God promised him that he and his descendants after him would possess the 
land, even though at that time Abraham had no child. 

6. God spoke to him in this way: ‘For four hundred years your descendants will be 
strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated.

7. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves,’ God said, ‘and afterward they 
will come out of that country and worship me in this place

8. Then he gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision. And Abraham became 
the father of Isaac and circumcised him eight days after his birth. Later Isaac 
became the father of Jacob, and Jacob became the father of the twelve 
patriarchs.

Acts Chapter 7 (NIV)



1. Blasphemous words against Moses (Acts 6:11)

2. Blasphemous words against God (Acts 6:11)

3. Speaks against the Law (Acts 6:13)

4. Speaks against the holy place (Acts 6:13)

5. Says that Jesus would destroy the Temple and alter the 
customs which Moses handed down (Acts 6:14)

Accusations Leveled Against Stephen

Spoke against the “Law” Spoke against the “Temple”

“Are these things so?” (6:8-14) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Sanhedrin had not only missed the coming of Christ, but after His resurrection they continued to cover up and deny the historical reality of His appearing. The account of Stephen appearing before the angry Sanhedrin in Acts chapter 7 marks a pivotal point in God’s dispensational dealings with His people. a w is. We have seen how Peter attempted to re-offer the kingdom to the Jewish nation if they would only repent and trust in the risen Lord Jesus. But they persisted in their rejection and rebellion. So at this point Stephen -- rather than defending himself against the false charges of speaking blasphemy against Moses and God, and trying to tear down the Law and the temple and the Jewish traditions – actually presents God’s final indictment against the nation of Israel. God is now going to switch directions and take this new gospel message directly to the despised Gentiles. The Jews could not abide this change in approach and the loss of their favored status – even though God was not permanently setting them aside.They have proven by their actions that they follow in the footsteps of their OT brethren who consistently resisted the work of the Holy Spirit and persecuted God’s appointed messengers. As Stephen faced death himself, his mind was not spinning out of control in panic; instead he calmly reviews with these Jewish religious leaders the history of their stubborn arrogance and self righteousness. They had failed to respond in faith to God’s gracious initiation. They thought they could confine God to a box of a physical connection to the temple in Jerusalem.
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Keep in mind that this is the third time the Sanhedrin have received a Spirit filled presentation of the Gospel (First - Acts 4:7-15, Second - Acts 5:27-28, 29-33). How longsuffering and mercy filled is our God! In the second Gospel presentation by all 12 apostles the Sanhedrin reacted with venom as they were "cut to the quick and intended to kill them" (Acts 5:33) There is a saying that the "third time is the charm" but in this case is functioned not as a "charm" to convince them to receive the Gospel, but more like a "curse" causing them to kill the Gospel messenger!
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1. The Patriarchs (Acts 7:2-16) - Refutes the Charge of blaspheming God  (Acts 
6:11)

2. Moses and the Law (Acts 7:17-43) - Response to the Charge of blaspheming 
Moses (Acts 6:11) and Speaking against the Law (Acts 6:13)

3. The Tabernacle and Temple (Acts 7:44-50) - Response to speaking against the 
Temple (Acts 6:13)

4. The Indictment the Jews (Acts 7:51-53)

Stephen Response to the Charges

 Acts 7:1  The high priest said, "Are these things so?
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Notice how God turns the tables, so that Stephen the defendant becomes Stephen the prosecutor and the prosecuting Jews and Sanhedrin become the defendants. The irony is that the original defendant is not guilty while the original prosecutors are guilty. The tragedy is that the not-guilty one is punished and the guilty one's are "set free." Of course, their unfair verdict had an effect for only for a moment in time, whereas the righteous rewards for Stephen and the righteous retribution for his Jewish murderers both endure throughout eternity, the former in eternal bliss, the latter in eternal torment!- Rejected their leaders (Abraham, Joseph, Moses) and how they treated and rejected their Messiah



STEPHEN'S SERMON: 
A WITNESS TO THE TRUTH

 Acts 7:2  And he said, "Hear me, brethren and fathers! 
The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when 
he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,

• Hearken (KJV) -To hear with attention, obedience, or 
compliance.



STEPHEN'S SERMON: 
A WITNESS TO THE TRUTH

 Acts 7:3-5  . Leave your country and your people,’ God said, 
‘and go to the land I will show you. “So he left the land of the 
Chaldeans and settled in Harran. After the death of his father, 
God sent him to this land where you are now living. He gave 
him no inheritance here, not even enough ground to set his 
foot on. But God promised him that he and his descendants 
after him would possess the land, even though at that time 
Abraham had no child. 

• They (We) did not get to where we are on their own. God 
provide an inheritance they truly had not earned nor 
deserved.



STEPHEN'S SERMON: 
A WITNESS TO THE TRUTH

 Acts 7:6-10  God spoke to him in this way: ‘For four hundred 
years your descendants will be strangers in a country not their 
own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated. But I will punish 
the nation they serve as slaves,’ God said, ‘and afterward they 
will come out of that country and worship me in this place. 
Then he gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision. And 
Abraham became the father of Isaac and circumcised him eight 
days after his birth. Later Isaac became the father of Jacob, and 
Jacob became the father of the twelve patriarchs.



Stephen became the first martyr for the cause of Christ and His 
Gospel leaving a powerful example for all of us to follow in his 
steps. Stephen's name mean "victor's crown" and what follows 
is his "victory speech!" 

Conclusion

Acts 7:1-8 They misunderstood their own spiritual roots

1. Remember how God took care and led you even before you were totally committed to Him

2. They have forgotten where they came from (God has brought us)

3. You need to remember what the Lord has done for you
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