
Righteousness Justice

Repent of Injustice
June 1, 2020

Lesson Scripture:  Jeremiah 22
Devotional Reading: Psalm 72



Key Verse

This is what the Lord says:  Do what is just
and right. Rescue from the hand of the 

oppressor the one who has been robbed.  
Do no wrong or violence to the foreigner, 
the fatherless or the widow, and do not 

shed innocent blood in this place.
Jeremiah 22:3
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Changing Social and Political Climate of 
Jeremiah’s Day

King Changes

Josiah (640-609) Ruled by the Assyrians and the Egyptians.
Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Egyptians and  became the king of Babylon for 43 years.  Judah remained 
calm

Jehoahaz (609), Jehoiakim (609-
598)

King Johahaz after 3 months removed from the throne by the Egyptians. Jehoiakim became king and 
rebelled against  Babylon who then invaded Judah and  stripped the nation of its’ leading citizens, taking 
them into captivity and stripped the Temple of its treasures. (598).  Jehoiakim died and his young son, 
Jehoiachin became king.  Nebuchadnezzar took the king into exile and replaced him with Zedekiah.

Zedekiah (597-586) Zedekiah was a weak and uncertain man who leaned from one way to another.  Jerusalem was 
surrounded by the Babylonian army for 2years and starved into defeat.  Zedekiah was made to watch his 
sons killed by the Babylonian and his eyes were put out.  He was taken captive to Babylon.  More people 
were taken into exile, the city walls were torn down and the Temple was destroyed.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During Jeremiah’s ministry of 45 years, the world changed dramatically.Jehoiakim exploited the resources of the nation to erect his own monument.  Jeremiah accused him of greed and self-absorption.  



Group Chat

• If you were a Jeremiah of 2020 how would you describe the changing 
social, economic and political climate of the world.   What changes   
have occurred in the past 45 years?

• How do you explain the changing world to our children, the next 
generation?  How are they coping?
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The Message from God to the King

• Jeremiah preached against two major evils, Idolatry and injustice.
• Jeremiah pleaded with the people to come back to the covenant, so 

that God would have mercy.
• When the people failed to hear God’s message, Jeremiah felt the 

anguish personally.  He warns that the punishment God sends will be 
so severe that it can be named “Terror on every side”.  

• Chapter 22 asserts that the trouble coming upon Jerusalem is trouble 
caused by the monarchy specifically the leadership.  Jeremiah is 
directed to go down to the palace of the king of Judah and give him 
this message from the Lord.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
God instructed Jeremiah to visit the royal residence and deliver a message that will hold enormous consequence to the nation.  The future of the dynasty would depend on whether the king and his leaders would listen to God’s message.  



The King and God

• Chapter 22 states that the trouble coming to Judah is caused by the 
conduct of the king and his leaders

• The conduct of the king impacts the entire social system of the 
kingdom.

• The monarchy is critiqued as disobedient and irresponsible.  
• The job given to the  king and leaders by God is to care for the 

marginal and powerless.
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The Word of the Lord

“DO WHAT IS JUST AND RIGHT.”

• Doing what is just is to ensure fair 
treatment and to develop and 
maintain healthy, honest and 
respectful relationships at all 
levels.

• God required the leaders to set the 
example of doing what is right.

•
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For the King to do justice, he must protect the downtrodden and the disenfranchised and serve as their advocate.  



Group Chat

• How does the statement “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere” speak to us today?

• What are ways the church (each of us)  can speak to injustice in our 
community, our nation?
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The Word of the Lord

“Rescue from the oppressor the 
one who has been robbed.”

• Oppression flourishes where 
justice and righteousness are 
absent.  In such circumstances 
the oppressor can cheat and 
steal without consequence.  

• List in the chat victims of 
oppression today.  What are 
ways the church can help to 
prevent/stop oppression?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is his sacred duty to deliver the oppressed from the oppressor.  Jeffry Epstien.  



The Word of the Lord

“Do no wrong or violence to the 
foreigner, the fatherless or the 

widow.”
 These 3 victims were the most 

vulnerable in the ancient world.  
Each of these individuals were 
susceptible to poverty.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The King must do no wrong or violence to the alien, the orphan and the widow.  



Consequences 

Practicing Justice and Righteousness
“then kings who sit on David’s throne will come through the gates of this palace, riding in chariots 
and on horses, accompanied by their officials and their people.”  God promises to extend 

David’s legacy.

Not Practicing Justice and Righteousness
“I swear that this palace will become a ruin.”  The “palace” refers to David’s 
descendants as well as the physical structure.  If the leaders disregard 
God, they will not only be dethroned they also will be without a 
physical residence in Jerusalem.  
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To Know God (v. 16)

Knowing God is manifest in the vigilant observance of justice 
for the weakest members of the community.

Respond in the Chat 

How can we (the church) demonstrate to the world that we 
“know God”?
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