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Lesson Focus

1. This story illustrate God’s care for His covenant people.  

2. The story illustrate God’s resolve to use his people as 
agents of influence even when they face  opposition, 
criticism, and ill-treatment. 
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Background Information
The story occurs:

➢Over a century after the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar

➢64 years after the first return of the Israelites with Zerubbabel

➢16 years before Ezra returns to rebuild Jerusalem

➢Mordecai and Esther were from the Jewish families that had stayed in Mesopotamia. 

➢The threat to the Jewish nation by Haman occurs 5 years after Esther became queen.  
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The Book of Esther
Esther begins with a banquet given by King Xerxes the ruler of 
the Persian Empire during his 3rd year as king.  The setting of 

the story takes place in the Persian court in Susa. The events of 
the banquet led to the king’s disapproval of the Queen, Vashti.   

The anger Xerxes exhibits toward Queen Vashti, and her 
subsequent departure, sets the stage for Esther to come 

forward and deliver her people.  

THE HAND OF GOD IS UNDERSTOOD TO BE FORCE BEHIND THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE STORY.  ESTHER BECAME QUEEN TO 

SAVE HER PEOPLE.  
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King Xerxes and Queen Vashti –Esther 1  

KING XERXES

➢King Xerxes I reigned from 486 to 465 B.C.

➢He inherited the great Persian Empire that extended 
from India to Ethiopia from his father, Darius I

➢Displayed the vast wealth of his kingdom for 180 days

➢Gave a banquet that lasted 7 days for all the people 
that were in the citadel of Susa (the fortified area 
raised above the city)

➢The king, in high spirit from the wine wanted to 
display Vashti’s beauty to the people and nobles.

➢He was humiliated by Queen Vashti

➢King Xerxes was  powerful, capricious, had fits of rage, 
easily influenced. 

QUEEN VASHTI

➢Gave a banquet for the women 

➢Queen Vashti was lovely to look at.

➢Queen Vashti refused to come before the 
king at the banquet. 

➢Queen Vashti was brave.  

➢She was removed as Queen
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Esther  and Mordecai  - Chapter 2

MORDECAI

➢Mordecai was a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin

➢Descendant of exiles carried from Jerusalem
by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. 

➢ Among those taken captive with Jehoiachin
king of Judah in 597 B.C.

➢Mordecai overheard a plot to kill the king and 
told Esther and the plot was stopped. 

➢Mordecai encourages Esther to save her 
people

ESTHER

➢Named Hadassah which means myrtle also 
known as Esther

➢Brought up by Mordecai who was her cousin.

➢She was lovely and brave.

➢Esther did not reveal her nationality in the 
beginning.  

➢Esther was selected to be queen.  

➢Esther seeks God’s guidance

➢Esther uses wisdom when dealing with evil.
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Haman Plots to Destroy the Jews chapter 3:1-15

5 years after Esther has been queen, her life and that of her people is threatened by Haman. 

Haman is:

➢The Agagite, is promoted by Xerxes above all other noblemen. 

➢Haman is pictured as a proud person who constantly desired human praise

➢ Power took hold of his life and led him to a decision he would soon regret.  

➢He developed a fierce animosity for Mordecai because he refused to bow down to honor him. 

➢He developed a scheme to destroy the Jews and secured an edict from King Xerxes without revealing 
which people he planned to destroy. 

➢He used the process of casting lots or the Babylonian puru, meaning lot to select the date to carry 
out his plot

➢.  
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Esther Saves Her People – Chapter 7

➢Mordecai warned Esther that she would not be able to hide her identity.  She was in danger if 
she did nothing.

➢Being liberator of her people was more important than being the queen of Persia. 

➢Esther looked to her people for spiritual support.  “Fast for me” implies prayer and fasting.

➢After three days of fasting, Esther went before Xerxes and received his mercy.  

➢Esther ask that Xerxes would grant her life and spare her people.

➢She also avoids implicating the king when she states, “I and my people have been sold for 
destruction and slaughter and annihilation.” (7:4)

➢Esther stated her concern with humility and deference.  She accused the King’s most trusted 
adviser of treachery that involved the misuse of the King’s power.
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Esther Saves Her People 
➢Haman was determined to carry out his own interests and not the king’s.  He ignored the 
warnings of his wife and friends in seeking the demise of Mordecai.  

➢The evil Haman planned for his enemy fell on him.  He is executed on the pole that he had built 
to have Mordecai impaled on.  

➢The king gave Mordecai his signet ring and Esther the estate of Haman.  Esther appointed 
Mordecai over Haman’s estate.

➢The Jews were delivered by a second decree issued by the king in 8:11-12 .  The decree  
granted the Jews permission to protect themselves by destroying anyone that might attack 
them.

➢The Feast of Purim that was established  to commemorate  this deliverance each year.   
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Conclusion
1. Although the Book of Esther does not mention the name of God directly it hints at God’s

providential hand throughout.  

2. From Esther’s selection as queen, to Haman’s execution, to the Jews’ deliverance, the eyes 
of faith clearly see God at work in these events.

3. Like Esther and Mordecai, we are God’s imperfect servants representing Him on earth.  We 
are to depend on prayer, Bible study, and the leading of the Holy Spirit to do God’s will.

4. We too must always consider the possibility that God has placed us in a circumstance “for 
such a time as this” (Esther 4:14). 
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